
RAIN, RAIN, AND MORE RAIN! 2023 was the wettest in NH his-

tory, and Croydon wasn’t spared. Wow, not one season wasn’t 

effected by frequent and plentiful amounts of rain.  Thank you 

Road Agent, Joe Beaulieu for the excellent response to so many 

road issues. Early icy conditions with a week of brutal cold, early 

mud season, summer floods and road wash out, fall colors were 

late and over quickly as more rains took it all down.  December saw no snow on the ground that kids  

and adults could get into. And guess what? Rain in December too.  Surprise! So getting things done 

quickly; mowing lawns, painting houses, outdoor events rescheduled, had to be acted on.  Fast! 

The annual yard sale in June was equally effected by torrential rains, but we were able to move it all 

into the town hall the day before and though pouring rain outside, folks came between raindrops and 

we didn't have very much to remove that was unsold.  

The memory walkway into the museum was laid by Bill Smith, 

and I helped. It was a clear, hot morning, and only stopping for wa-

ter breaks, and wiping his brow  it was a project well done and 

most appreciated. Orders are still being taken, you can get cards 

to place orders at the town office, 

Coniston store, at the museum or 

download from our website, croy-

donhistoricalsociety.org. We plan 

to continue the length as far as 

possible as years go on. So, it’s 

not too late to order as we con-

tinue to sell bricks. Please stop by and see your memory brick  and 

come into the museum if you haven’t been for awhile to see new 

displays. 

Bea Smith is the oldest 

Croydon resident, at 104.  A 

beautiful spirit, Bea served 

this town as public servant, 

and devoted church mem-

ber.  

 

Fun on Rocky Bound Pond  when we finally had freeze over in 

February. A few stress crack bumps didn’t prevent skating the 

entire pond. Fun abounds when this occurs.  

CROYDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2023 



Mentioned in last years report (not pictured in color 

though) is the very nice one horse open sleigh was do-

nated by Rob Blais and will sit prominent in the barn 

museum. You’ll notice in the photo other items acquired 

over the years to add to our quite complete collection 

of the agrarian artifacts of life here as lived by our an-

cestors. We received 

some more items for 

the barn  collection, so we need to get the barn back in order for 

public viewing. 

Veterans Day dinner was roast pork this year,  with the number 

of curbside pick-ups on the rise this year. Dessert was apple crisp, 

provided by Croydon church members, we do so thank them. Our 

helpers worked as hard as ever; Waverly Carruci, Kathi LaCroix,  Sue 

Gromis , John S, FD John and I worked this years event. Harry Newcomb is our oldest vet at 92. 
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In Memorium: With sadness every year I mention  the individuals who 

have contributed to Croydon history that have passed 

away. This year has far too many.  Judy Johnson was 

a very active member of the Croydon church, Aaron 

Turner was a long time worker for Camp Coniston , 

Tom Bridgeo  had a long Croydon family history, 

Joyce Jordan from the Linton family lineage, helped 

with society events often,  Grace Creighton donated 

many items to the barn museum, Bruce Jasper had 

become town and school moderator. 

Museum update: A thorough cleaning of the museum this  spring and turning the water on, made 

it more pleasant for our archivist to work, and  volunteer, Kent Randell, our new neighbor got put 

right to work. Little did he know! With the retirement of Dick Gross doing our lawn after so many 

years, we were at a loss to get someone to take this over. Well, Kent  came over and mowed until we  

got another volunteer, Dave Hooley came forward and mowed the rest of the season as well as a few 

maintenance chores about the building. He’ll be helping with some future tasks. 

Kent Randell has considerable experience with archives, and works with Barb and Anastasia weekly at 

the museum. This is fortunate for us. He loves learning about the past of the new town he and his 

family have adopted.  We have a few other new members this year that want to help with some of the 

tasks in the museum. 

Judy Johnson  Joyce Jordan  



 

  

The New England Inheritance . This book is an excellent read about 

daily routine life and farming in Croydon through the years of 1870—

1918. It’s a fascinating book based on the Forehand family diaries and 

verbal accounts written down as true life history. Well worth your time 

to read. 
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Croydon New Hampshire, Two Villages 

Under the Mountain: Four Corners 

and East Village.  This book starts with 

our earliest known history, the charter, 

earliest settlers and where they settled 

creating our various ‘town centers’.    . . 

Books are for sale at $10. Offered at the town office, Coniston 

store and the museum. 

CROYDON 

One featured item is the Croydon 

House. (Inn and tavern). This is the 

center chimney colonial building to the 

left of our museum. Built c. 1820—

1840, it was operated as a 

tavern by many through the years. David A. Sargent pur-

chased this property in 1870. In 1871 he opened the Croydon 

House, operating year round , until his death in 1911. It ac-

commodated 30 guests. Bob Ransom purchased it in 1983 

from Ken and Diane Lurvey, and in 2023 new owners, Kent 

and Brook Randell, and daughter Sparrow Jane. Already won-

derful neighbors,  Kent has much experience in historic ar-

chiving and is assisting Barb Kresse regularly with materials 

and collections still being documented. 

The Haunted Museum was a fun fall event at the museum,  

open to the public and quite well attended.  

SPOOKY NEIGHBORS 

WHO IS THIS? 



We have a pretty good selection of matted prints of the store, school and flat church, originals done by 
Barbara Huff of Newport. We are offering these for sale at $40.  

 

                                                                                                     

We also have some copies of old prints, as the Croydon Flat picture examples below, and some of the 

East Village, too.  Some 8x10’s are framed or unframed, and 11x17 unframed.  Priced at $5 & $10. 
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A warm welcome to the newly elected Town Clerk this year, Paul Freitas. He has dove into the role, 

learning the daily routine, but working diligently  to sort through and archive some of the older rec-

ords stored, but not thoroughly documented in an easily retrievable  way. He comes with great com-

puter knowledge, thus skillfully navigating the town and state departments needed to run the office 

in the newest updated standards, which are ever changing in technology today. We are fortunate to 

have such a pleasant individual willing to be in this role with great office and communication skills. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have a number of past collectible ornaments for sale,  individuals to fill your collection can be 
pursed at $5, 3 for $10, a group of six is $20.   
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I close this year’s letter again with an appeal for more volunteers, to help at the museum with a 

variety of tasks, and other activities/events throughout the year. We also would like to have any 

old photos of your home, events, and of your ancestors in Croydon that you might be willing to 

share and have us copy. We’d also love to do interviews with you about growing up here, past and 

present. Come visit us at the museum, call Barb Kresse or send an email through our website, croy-

donhistoricalsociety.org. for an appointment.   

Regards,                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jane Dearden, CHS, Pres.                                 

January 2025 Christmas Ornaments available 
 
2019 Corbin Park Buffaloes 
2018 Kitty Fogg House -Four Corners 
2017 Alonzo Allen House -East Village 
2015 Marshall Putnam -Four Corners 
2014 Earl Davis Farm -Old Springfield Rd 
2013 Humphrey Pat Sawyer Farm 
2012 Forehand House -EV (only a few) 
2011 MacWilliams Farm -Ryder Corner 
2010 Linton Post Office- Pine Hill Rd 
2009 Phillips Dodge -Croydon Flat 
2008 Sugar River Valley Exchange                                               
 -Gross Family Home- EV 
2006 Morse Museum -East Village 

Over the years since the Croydon Historical Society’s inception in 1999, then the Town's pur-
chase of the 1790 Samuel Morse House, in 2008, we have received many donations.  Dona-
tion of time by our members to change an empty building into a Museum of period antiques, 
Croydon history through photographs, maps, paintings, family genealogies, old deeds 
etc.   These are a sampling of some recent and past donations which we greatly appreciate 
listed on the following page. We will make a home for anything Croydon related and Thank 
you so much! 
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MUSEUM NOTES: 
We received a large amount of donations in 2023 from local residents and from families of past 
Croydon residents. Thank you all who thought of us to house your history in perpetuity! Here’s a sam-
pling of what we acquired. 
-A complete genealogy from Martha Norris of the Nelson & Cutting family, early residents. The 
Nelson Farm (later the Pest House) on Croydon Turnpike and Cutting Dairy Farm at Ryder Cor-
ner. 
-A large amount of photos from Roxanne Dodge Turner of 
her family back to her great-great grand 
parents including an autograph book belonging to Ruie Kid-
der Croydon June 16th 1884 filled with her neighbors and 
friends notes. Many pictures of Croydon Flat, Corbin Park & 
of her father working at Pat Sawyers big barn. Also framed 
paintings by her great aunt Nataline Burke Reed of scenes in 
Croydon. Her Grandmother’s (Jean Dodge) apron worn at all 
Good Neighbor events. And more. 
-A large collection of Croydon information from Keith 
and Susan Wheeler Cutting including a fascinating letter from Austin Corbin to his parents in 
1851 detailing his trip from NH to Davenport, Iowa.  
From railroad to Buffalo. Steamer Steamer “Atlantic” to Detroit. He noted: “I saw a planter from the 
south with his wife, male and female servant. In steerage I saw a poor Irish woman w/o shoes or stock-
ings, a thin dress holding an infant equally poorly clad. I could not help contrasting the difference be-
tween the situation between the black slaves of the planter and these two emigrants. 
A strong wind was blowing from the west causing terrible sea-sickness among the passengers and 
they arrived 6 hour late in Detroit. Later arriving at Lake Michigan we proceeded to the refreshment 
saloon and found nothing but beef steak and bread. I saw the last of it disappearing in the mouth of the 
person seated before me. I had paid 37 ½ cents for the privilege of seeing him eat and then went aboard 
the St. Louis for Chicago. In Chicago I met Jas. Breck Jr., formerly of our town. 
Leaving Chicago to Huntley’s Station and then Galena about 200 miles in distance we first took a train 
then traveled by stage. Traveling day and night we reached there in 36 hours. We never went faster than 
3 miles an hour. I persisted in staying over one stage and persuaded the agent to grant us the luxury of 
lying about six hours in dirty beds, with any quantity of fleas and bedbugs. Supper a concoction of turnip 
tops and pine shavings tea and toast. Many times the coach reeled side to side with it’s weight and then it 
made a plunge!” Come read this entire story at the Museum. 26 typewritten pages in all.                                                                                                                                                 
-A large collection of old photos of the Frye, Smith and Sampson family of East Village from Alison 
Marino. 
-Wayne Curtis donated a large collection of Croydon information from Ethel Curtis. Ethel and I 
shared a love of history and Croydon history archives & stories. 
Births, Deaths, Marriages info. William Batterman Ruger Memorial Service pamphlet. Copy of 
Discharge Certificate for Henry Humphrey 1866 and John Humphrey Surveyor of Highways 1817. 
Ryders of Ryder Corner Family history. And much more. 
-Wilfrid and Mary Gonyo donated a large beautifully framed Wedding photograph of DeWitt and Jose-
phine Barton. Framed document of Discharge papers of Sanford T. Barton from the Military after the 
Civil War. Framed document of Disability from injury for Sanford T. Barton from the Military during 
the Civil War. An antique dress form plus vintage women’s clothing. An old straw hat that once be-
longed to Pat Sawyer who gave it to Mary to wear during a Croydon celebration event. And more. 
-Elaine & David Effman donated their collection of Croydon Christmas ornaments, some which 
completed our whole series for the Museum! 
As you see, we welcome any Croydon items of interest. Thank you in advance! Come see us. 
 
Barbara Kresse, Croydon Historical Society Archivist 


